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Abstract: This study examines the concept of the Arab Other, specifically the Saudi
Other, in the Iranian state-directed narrative during two phases of the Iranian revolution: the
Iran—Irag War and the second wave of Iran’s attempts to expand its influence in Arab capitals.
The study explores the dimensions of Iran’s cultural approach toward the Saudi Other, focusing
on rhetoric and expressions apparent in Iran’s ideology and literature, as well as the reasons
behind the ruling establishment’s desire to direct public opinion toward a negative image of
the Saudi Other. Amid its quest for its “self,” Iran found its “ego” in its pre-1slamic history
influenced by Western Orientalist schools that accused Islam of the dull image the world sees
Iran, which is, in a way, a continuation of the same stereotype of Arabs/ Saudi in Iran during
the Pahlavi era. The obstacle for the Iranians here is the power of religion; they could not
directly attack people’s beliefs, in particular, because the new political system in Iran is called
“The Islamic Republic”, alternatively, they redirected their blame toward Arabs as a central
motif in articulating their theories and aspirations against the other.
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